[Computerized tomography in diffuse post-traumatic brain damage].
Among 851 patients admitted following a head injury at the Neuroradiological Service and Neurosurgical Department of the University Hospital of Padua from January 1979 to June 1981, 51 presented a diffuse damage of the white matter of the brain. The CT scan, the only neuroradiological method able to show such a lesion, does never reveal large lesions but only minimal alterations of the cerebral parenchyma, opposite to the severity of clinical picture. We discuss the etiopathogenetic, anatomopathologic and neuroradiologic aspect of diffuse brain damage, emphasizing, the technical difficulties in the demonstration, on CT scan, of some lesions, particularly at the level of the brainstem.